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Behold L have created the Smith that bloweth the 
- Goals, and that bringeth forth an Inftrument for 
his Work ; and I have created the Wafter to 
deftroy ; No Weapon that is formed againf? thee 
\ foal. profper.— ‘2 othe d 


$8828 8 & RUE Sobriety of Mind aims at feeing 
007. 


SESESee God and his Gloties, in the whole 
078 Tee Frame and Courfe of Nature, as well 
SoZ USE SS asin the Wonders of his Grace. It 
See ey leads Individuals to fanétify their, fecu- 
f © ® Jar Bufinefs,by ever confidering them- 
felyes-as his Servants ; and Numbers combined in any 
Profeflion, to recognize their Dependance on him, : at 
the more folemn Periods of their exerting, their na- 
tural and artificial Improvements in fuch Profeffions,by 
accompanying them with Acts of Devotion. 


THE faced, Offices we are. now engaged in, are 
therefore founded in Wifdom, in that Fear of the Lord 
which ¢s the Beginning of Wifiom. 


_ Many are the religious Refle@ions relative to the 
Occafion of this Day, of which ‘Times of Tranguillity 
bive us a Choice indifferently ; but when we ‘are fur- 
rounded with all the Horrors of War, and dejected by 
a Train of paft ill Succeffes in it ; when we are appa~ 
rently at the Eve of thofe important Events, whereon 
our Peace, our Liberty our Being depend ; We a 
3 " ae Nee 
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Need. to.arm our felyes. with thofe divine Principles, 
which fhall prevent an anxious Gloom of Mind from 
degenerating into repining Doubts of the Reétitude or 
Kindnefy of the Adminiftrations of Heaven, and fhall 
chear our Spirits with the Hopes of happier Days,and 
fix our Truft on a fure Foundation. 


.. To this End I have chofen.the Part of Holy.Scrip- 
ture now read ; wherein the Prophet rapt into future 
Time, comforts the People he wrote to, yea and Man- 
kind in general, fubje&ted to various Miferiés through 
Ignorance and Vice ; reprefented as an undutiful Wife, 
removed from the Bed andBoard of her Lord, deferted, 
oflitted, toffed with Tempefts, &c. as in our Context, 
afterward reftored to Favour, becoming the Mother of 
a numerous Offspring, having the Pleafure of feeing 
them eftablifhed in a nobleHabitation, farrounded with 
every Bleffing which canrender Life comfortable or 
defirable, Under which Allegory is defigned, the 
unhappy State of Mankind in general for many Ages. 
and the glorious Effe@ of the Advent of the Son of 
God, and of the Propagation of his Religion. 


To confitm Faith, and infpire Hope of thefe happy 
Futurities, it was needful that Men fhould renounce 
the abfurd Principle, which anciently much prevailed, 
and feems to be divers Times pointed at by the Pro- 
phets, viz. Of two independent Principles, or firftCau- 
fes, of Good and Evil in the Fates of Men; “Which 
the Prophet here does, when he afferts the fapreme 
Dominion of God, in thofe Events, which ufed to be 
attributed to,the evil Power. Behold T have created 8c. 
«< Inftruments of War, their Fabric, Ufe and Succefs, 
“and the Hands they are put into, are all under my 
“ Infpedtion andDireation, you may therefore confide 
«in my Promife of Deliverance from Evil, and of 
s© every Blefling in due Time,» 


~ 
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NP) 
Our Text then may be efteemed 4 Defeription” of 
theAdminiftrations of Him, whofe Throne is eftablifped 
Ya the Heavens, and whofe Kingdom ruleth over All ; 
and in Confequence a Vindication of the Ways of 
God-to Men, and an Intimation of that extenfive Plan 
of the moft High, the Parts of which fhall gradually 
take Place, improving in or tending toward Perfc&ion, 
*till the Confummation ofall Things; after which Pe- 
riod, the Review of them, fhall fix the Attention, and 
raife the Admiration and Praifes of Saints and Angels 
in that bleft State, where they fhall fing the Song of 
Mofes the Servant of God and the Song of the Lamb ; 
Saying, Great qnd marvellous are thy Works, Lord 
God Almighty, juft and true are thy Ways, thou King 
of Saints ; Who foall not fear Thee, O Lord, an 
glorify thy Name, for Thou only art Holy 2 


In the following Difcourfe we may, 


I. Reriecr upon the prefent State of Mankind 
refpecting Wars, by itfelf confidered. 


II. As Part of a Plan, or conneéted Series of the 


divine Proceedure, tending gradually to a Perfec- 
tion worthy’ of its Author, , f 


First, Let us confider the prefent Condition of 
Mankind refpe&ting Wars, by itfelf confidered, as of 
the Conftitution of God, anfwering Purpofes worthy 
of his Government, 


T say by itfelf confidered ; becaufe we are not to 
fuppofe that- infinite Power and Wifdom, can be're- 
duced to a Neceflity of ufingMeans, unjuft or cruel in 
their Nature, to bring about Ends of Good. The 
Fudge of all the Karth will do Right, 
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Tuern have been in all Ages, thofe who defired ta 
be Atheifts. Men, who when the Terrors of ' divine 
Juftice attacked them, have applyed to Infidelity, to 
get rid of the Fears of the Reward due to their evil 
Deeds. In St. Peter’s Days there were Scoffers, walk= 
ing after their own Lufts, who tauntingly faid, Where 
is the Promife of his Coming? Others fince that Time, 
have from the fame Motive, viewed the Works of God 
in an untoward Light, and infolently faid, ‘© Where is 
« the righteous and good Government of God ? while 
“«« Man his Creature, his Offspring, is doomed from a 
¢ weak and helplefs Infancy, to a Series of Wexation, 
* to all the Miferies which unhallowed Violence can 
« infli& ? IsthishisWorld ? thisAceldama,covered with 
# Garments rolled in Blood, filled with the Cries’of 
«« murdered Innocents,thePlaints of ravifhed Virgins.” 


Or if fuch Charges have been tl 


| 60 unpopular for 
Reputanon cn tooihard of Digeftion ee eae them- 


felves, the fame Motives have put them upon Endea- 
‘vours to confound their own and others Conceptions of 
God and his Attributes; for if this can be done, the 
fame End is anfwered. "Phat God, whofe Attributes 
Men have no Idea of, is neither an Obje&: of their 
Hopes norFears. Hence adopting the abovementioned 
exaggerated Defcriptions, they have faid,. “ Diforder 
« and Mifery are propagated thro? all the Creation ; 
« and yet, All that is, is Right, God. governs the 
World. “Phe Inference therefore is, That Wifdom, 
é Goodnefs, Jultice, are quite different Properties 
«¢ when attributed to God; from what they are inMen. 


« We know not what. to : 
i Bia saacs Soul take 
“<¢ shine Eafe. ped from him, 
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Vicious Men make the moft of thefe Difficulties ¢ 
fober Minds have been perplexed about them, and 
: ready 


> 
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yeady to fay with one of the Ancients; hen TI thors 
to know this, it was too hard for me, but as he adds, 
Hill I went into the Sanétuary of God, fo they have 
found Retirement for religious Meditation and Appli- 
cation to the Word of God, the beft Relief. 


InprEep that future World which the human Soul 
perceives itfelf to be made for, and in‘which the Ora- 
cles of Trath affure us, all prefent Inequalities fhall be - 
adjufted,theSufferings of theinnocentand pious infinitely 
more than made up, vindicates theCharaéter of Equity and 
Goodnefs in theSupreme. But yet as we are to judge, 
thar all his Rerfetions are exerted in aConfiftency with 
each other at all Times, ’tis a noble Improvement of 
the Mind, tending to the Honour of God, and our Ad- 


-vantage, to examine, what Proportion appears to us in 


the divine Conduét here, what Ends worthy of him are 


 anfwered in the Courfe of Things, how falfe the Sus- 


geftions abovementioned are. 


A snort Anfwer has been given to them by fome ; 
that the firft Man by his firft Sin, put himfelf out of 
the Protestion of God, fo that the World was juftly 
deferted by him, to be a confufed State of Woe, which 
beginning here, fhall be continued for ever, except fo 
far as Grace relieves a happy few. 


Bur Others have thought this to be rather a cut- 
ting the Knot than untying it. For befides the Im- 
propriety of Language, in {peaking of Beings coming 
qnto Exiftence in a State of Punifhment, which State 
implies previous Ill-defert, and to which Condition of 
J)l-defert none can be reduced by Caufes with Refpect 
to which they aré purely paffive, (fo that all Expref=: 
Gons of that Sort muft have a liberal Conftruétion ;) 
befides this I fay they Tee thar it is more agreable 

te 


( ro )- 


to the Word of God, as they think it more konoure 
able to him to conceive of him as the univerfal Father, 
who in this World tempers the Severity of a Judge, 
with the Tendernefs of a Parent. 


Anp in fach a Light, however vain Men may imae 
gine, that this Part of the Syftem of the Univerfe, is 
not arranged in ‘fuch aManner as they fhould have dif 
pofed of it; yet humble Obfervers will fee enough to 


glorify and adore him, who is glorious in Foline/s,fear= 
ful in Praifes, doing Wonders, ; 


Titat Men are free and voluntary A gents éonfcious 
of Right and Wrong in their Temper and Condug&,the 
Subjedts of moral Government, our. own Experience 
pa ss Senfation {0 Convince us, that all rhetapliy 
acne the contrary, mutt appear to the 
Th » but idle and ridiculous Sophifins, Now ’tis 
incident to fuch Beings of limited Capacities, to fall 
into Imprudence and Vice, What fen is it to be ex- 
pected, will be the Courfe of the Care and Govern- 


? Surely that while faith- 
Seneral enjoy his Smiles. (I 
nere may be Exceptions among 
fO convince us of the Certainty oF 
tich, Revelation informs us, was 
if ie the Garden of ee 
; ‘ the heavenly Ferufalem, the City 4 

i & es King. And on the he Trend hat when 
jer Thar Dees eal Bid it an evil Thing and a bit- 


ier 5 That Departure ftom God, is Departure from all 


Good. 


Tx fuch a State of Things A : i 
brat casi : , Juftice, Good- 
hefs, illuftrioufly Fappear. ie pe ade 
Condud béproportionable, if Mifery follow Wicked- 
7 nefg 
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nefg as its Shadow, or rather as it’s evil Genius,-and if 
the Work of Righteoufnefi be Peace, and the Effect of 
Righteoufnefi, Quietnefi and Affurance for ever. 


Tue Almighty Poffeffor of thefe Perfedtions, is yet 
more glorious, if thefe Troubles, thefe natural Punifh- 
ments, which end in. the Ruin of the obftinate and 
abandoned, prove the Medicine and Cure of thofe who 
are meet for fuch a Favour, moving them to return to 
due Obedience ; and fo all Events of the natural and 
moral Kind unite in a Tendency to Good, by Way of 
Motive or Example. 


See here then the Finger of God in the Fate of So- 
Cieties, (for I fhall confine myfelf to them, though the 
Cafe of particular Perfons be nearly the fame) accord- 
ing to their Condug. : 


Wuen a Community in general, forfakes God and 
Virtue, they fall into thofe Errors and Sins, which ei- 
ther draw upon them the juft Refentments of their 
Neighbours, or invite fome hardy Invader to attack: 


“them, The Alarm is given, but what is to be expected, 


from a People enervated by Luxury, or drenched in 
fenfual Defilements, equally loft to public Spirit and 
the Fear of God ? What I fay is to be expected but— 
‘bafeTerror—Feeblenefs and Difunion in public Coun- 
cils—fordid Venality in thofé entrufted with the Exe- 
eution of themn—In the Camp abandoned Profligacy, 

which takes away the Heart—in the Field daftardly 

Cowardice ? Defpairing of themfelves, not daring ta 
look up to God ; if they call, who will anfwer then, 

and to which of the Saints wil] they turn 2? "They muft 

fhamefully difgorge ill-gotten Poffeffions, or bow their 

‘Necks tothe Yoke. The fame evil Temper which 
affronts God, difregards the Rights of Mem, If what 

: - Bea ; they | 
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_they fecl amends them not, they go on tonew A&s of 
Injuftice, Breaches of Treaties or other Outrages,which 
provoke theirNeighbours to the utmoft Extremities, the 
mott fhocking Defolations follow, till their Mames be 
no more on Earth, 


Here is the righteous Severity of God. For who 
will blame Heaven for thofe Sufferings, which Men 
by forfaking the natural Means of Profperity, bring 
on themfelves ? God is glorified, when all about them 
are delivered from the Contagion of their evil Exam- 
ple, and warned by their Fate to abandon Iniquity ; 
thus Sin is the Reproach and Ruin of any People, 
And if wife Ends are ferved by fuch general Cala- 
ities, the few innocent Individuals may be fafely 
“Yeft in his Hands, moft able to caufe them foon to 
forget the Troubles, of this fmall Part of their 


Exiflence. 


Tuts ¥s one Iffte of fach Diftreffes, Let us takg 
another View. ~t 


Tr a People thus vifted ; 

2 egos , open their Eyes and Ears 
to Difcipline, if they return to him that fimiteth them ; 
every Step of their Return to Virtue, furnifhes them 
with Principles of fuccefsful Refiftance ; human and 


divine Aids flow in, for the Reftoration of their 
‘Tranquillity. pre tins 


For a religious Nation, hav. ir Portion in_ this 
World of ImperfeGion Pie ahs re a called 
to defend themfelves againtt the Sons of Violence, 
or ward off their il] Defigns, The Fear of the Lord 
will be their flrong Tower. The Spirit of Piety will 
Spread its Influence, on all Orders and Degrees. 
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‘Tus governing Part of fuch a Society, confidering 
themfelves as under the Infpeétion of the one Judge, 


“and his Miniffers fer Good to the People, will not 
wantonly or unjuftly rufh into Quarrels. The Go- 
“yerned having Confidence in their Rulers, and their 


common Senfe approving their Conduét, will with a 
chearful and vigorous Spirit, render their neceflary 
Meafures of this Sort effectual, by contributing freely 
of their Eftates, or by perfonal Services. Public. 
Meafures will be founded in Jultice, and be the Refule 
of Deliberation, fuch as they can commend to God, 
and théir Dependance on God will limit them to 


fach as will in the long Run be moft effectual. 


Esrecranry will fuch a People, have a high Ad- 
vantage, as the fame Spirit of Religion will poflets 
their. Soldiery. 


Tue religious Soldier, is infpired to Diligence in 
accomplifhing himfelf in the Art of War, not by 
the Hope of a Plume of Feathers, not by the tinfel 


< 


“Ambition of wearing a Commiffion; much lefs by 
‘the fordid Profpect of fix Pence a Day, or the brutal 
“Love of Plunder and Blood: But that he may be an 


{nftrument in the Hand of God, of breaking the Teeth 
‘of the Oppreffar, and plucking the Spoil” out of his 
Mouth, of maintaining Right, reftoring Peace and 
{preading Happinefs all around him. 


Tus Spirit of Religion will render a Camp, 2 
‘well ordered Family, a Houfe of God formed for his 
Praife. Officers will imitate the fupreme Ruler in 
Juftice tempered -with Mecknefs and Benignity, 2t- 
tracting the Love and Confidence of -all under Com- 
‘yoand, fo that they will dere and choofe to die with 


them, and for them. Councils of War, will be ma- 
bbe naged 
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naged, with Dependance on the Source of Wifdom and 
‘Courage, at whofe Tribunal every Vote is to be ac- 
Counted for, Neither their Troops nor Country, will 
be facrificed to the gay Humours of a Bottle ; much 
tefs will they waft away the Property, and fell the 
Hives and Liberties of their Brethren, for the paltry 
‘Confideration of keeping themfelves in Pay ; the Con- 
fequence of which will be, flow Motions—inative 
Campaigns—Surprizes and Difgrace. The Ancients 
placed Men of tach a Caft, deep in Hell. Vendidiz 
&ic Auro Patriam. 


* Privare Men, under the Influence of a Spirit of 
Piety, willbe fubmiffive to Superiors, not only for 
Wrath, but Confcience Sake ; they will apply them- 
felves to every Part of Duty, as called thereto by. 
God ; they will amidft the Duty of thei Place; fill 
remember that there is One higher than the Higheft 
on Earth, te whom they are atthe fame Time to be 
faithful; and therefore by devout Meditation, and 
living as under the Infpeaion of Heaven, they will 
be fpitited to Care and Diligence, and when fummon- 


4 to Arms will have no dead Weight to deprefs them. 


Religious Temperance ftrings the Nerves 3 gives 
Strength and Firmnefg to the Body, and maintains an 
equal uniform Prefence of Mind, in every Emergency. 


Bur never is this divine Principle of all that is 
good, more heceffary or more advantageous, than in 
the Field of Battle, when Death prefents itfelf in all 
its"Terrors ; then to be able to fay, my Caufe is good, 
approved of Heaven ; in hazarding my Life for the 
prefent Happinefs of my Friends and Country, I 
follow him, who gave up his precious Life for the 
future Happinefs of all Mankind :’ Nor am I goin: 
to contend with giddy Chance or fillen Fates, ihe 
“ea: 5 ~ Ruler 


pa 
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’ Ruler of the World is the Arbiter, he prefides ove? 
Ss of Battle; Zhe Eyes of the Lord. run ts 
and fro throughout the Earth, to foew bimfelf Strong 
in Behalf of them whofe Heart is perfect toward him > 
the Fate of Armies is decided by infinite Wifdom z 
if I-die, ’tis.to lie down in the Bed of Honour, and. 
my Flefh foall reft in Hope 3 And what is Death, but 
a Step into the calm Regions of everlafling Peace? 
God is my Friend, Jefus my Saviour was made perfect 
through Sufferings, and 1 prefs on with Confidence, 
that if IT breath my laft in the Field, his Day my 
Soul foall be with him in Paradife. 


Wirs what a different Spirit will fuch an One 
fight, from thofé. abandoned Souls, who fhall be 
alarmed, in the Revels of a drunken Debauch; fum- 
moned from the unmanly Pollutions of a Harlot’s Lap; 
or while blafphemous Oaths are on their Tongues 3 
to face an Enemy, yea the laft Enemy ; with what 
Stupidity, or Dread of falling into the Hands of ths 
living God : 


Noram I defcribing an imaginary Influence, but 
what the Experience of all Ages may teftify. For if 


Enthufiafm, a fappofed Caufe of God, or feigned Sto= 


ries of Intercourfe with him, have rendered Armies, ir- 
refiftible ; if vague and unmeaning Prodigies, fancied 
Symptoms of divine Difpleafure, have palled the Cou- 
race : How much more {hall fubftantial Guilt, difarm 
ie Soul, and Hope toward God, raife the Spirits, and 
paye the Way to Victory ? 


« ‘Tus the Spirit of Religion and Virtue, in itsEffeas, 

faturally tends to Succefs; to make a People refpect- 

ed and feated ; and fo to fettle their Security on a fta- 

ble Foundation, except Imprudence, Rafhnef$ oo 
; @ 
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ef Care; (which natural Infirmities of Men, even Reli= 
gion does not entirely cure,) prevent. 


Ture is one Cafe more remains to be confidered 5 
and that is, where contending Parties are in moral 


Regards ona Par, alike carthly, fenfual, deftitute of 


the Principles of Religion. 


Asp who fhall find Fault, ifa righteous God has fo 
ordered Things, as that by ungodly Paffions, they 
plague and ‘harrafs each other ; and bite and devour 
?rill they wafte theirTreafures and Strength, mutually 
fpreading Poverty andDefolation, ’till they be confumed 
of one another, and become public Examples, of the 
deftrudtive Tendency of ungoverned Paffions, or being 
worn out, at laft give Peace, to the quiet in the Earth, 


or are by Diftreffes led to a better Mind. Or if one 


Party fhould much prevail, yet the Spirit of Impiety 
will carry them on, either to thofe Aés of Inhuma- 
nity, which might ftir up a conquered Enemy, to that 
Rage of Defpair, which: fometimes carries all before 
it ; or Power, Plenty and Peace will lead them to that 
Tey vee add mci Indulgence, which prepares 
them for a Reverfe of Conditi ies the: 
{wift to Deftrudtion, oe ae oe 
~ Such as I have pointed out, is in general the Con- 
dition of humian Affairs, as the wife God has been 
pleafed to eftablith the Series of Caufes and Effeéts. 
And if ‘to this be added, thar fpecial Interpofition of 
his Providence in great Exigencies, which Reafon and. 
Revelation teach us to expe&, and which many me- 
morable Events of patt Times are hardly otherwife to 
be accounted for ; in bringing formidable deep-laidDe- 
figns to nought, in Ways unlooked for ; in the prof 
perous Succefles of Handfulls of Men, when contend- 


ing 


Kor 2 
ing under his Aufpices, and animated by the Principles 
of Godlinefs ; if a careful Obferver fhould colle& in- 
ftances of this Sort, from the Conqueft of Canaan, to 
Faas of a recent Date; I fay if we take fuch fpecial 
Appearances into the Account ; we fhall fee Reafon to 
praife, extol and honour the King of Heaven, all whofe 
Works are Truth, and his Ways Judgment ; and thofé 
that walk in Pride he is able to abafe. : 


Wuen therefore fach is' the State of Things, that in 


{ the general, Vice fhall bring its own Punifhment, Virtue 


its own Reward ; Affliftions fai] foften the Heart.and 
mend the Manners, or obftinate Wickednefs fhall’ex- 
terminate itfelf, and free the World from itsContagion ; 
when Examples fhall be {et up from Time to Time; 
of thefe different Kinds, for the Caution or Encou- 
Tagement of thofe that come after; every one mult” 
Own that the prefent Condition of Men is fo proporti- 
oned, as to be produ&ive of Good and Happinefs oa 
es aes: Nor could any Man fay, were he not 
ee nt it fom above, that this Difcipline, thefe Cor- 
eon es heavenly Father, thefe Sentences of a 
el us Judge thus executed, were not formed to 
produce the highett poflible Good. 

Bor ho . 


and Benevol glorious does the Fountain of Wifdom 


olence a . s f Things 
eb appear, if the prefent State o ings 
wetter? in the ‘reteliee Scheme of Happi- 
éuisiAigesls es has defigned this World, in its vatl> 


Thoughts, T ne we proceed now toapply our 


ay, 
IL We ate to 
ye ate to refle& on th State of Man- 
Kind relgetng Was, a3 Pars of Pan, on omnes 
ally to penta oe ations of God, tending gradu- 


Gion, worthy of its Author 
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A rHoucutrut Mind will have a proper Senfe of» 


his own Imperfe&tion, efpecially how foon and utterly 
heis loft, when he contemplates Infinity, and the Works 
of the incomprehenfible God. And yet as the Pfalmift 
fays, WV hofa1s wife and obfervant, will fee the Perfec- 
tions of God, tho” he cannot comprehend them. When 
the Queftion is flarted, Why if God be infinitely 


Good, are there Degrees of Perfeétion in his Works ? ~ 


Why did not omnipotent Benevolence make’ all his’ 
Works, in the moft perfe& State of Happinefs, and at 
all Times invariably fixed in it? Beyond the Anfwer, 
which Modefty and Humility are content with, viz. 
That the Wifdom of God is unfearchable ; befides this 
it may not be irreverent to obferve, That we may be 


miftaken in fuppofing that the greateft Quantity of - 


Happinefs, would be enjoyed in the Univerle collec. 


tively, if the Creatures of God were fo created and 
confirmed, 


For as to the divers Ranks of created Beings, our 
Speculations may be in fome Meafure juft, when we 
conceive, that as in Philofophy, one infinite Solid is in- 
finitely greater than another ; fo the whole Sum of 

appinefs, communicated to Angels, Men and all the 
Creatures of God, is infinitely greater, than could pof- 
fibly have been pofleffed, by an infinite Number of the 

-higheft Seraphim which arround the Throne of God, 
had all Degrees of Perfection below them been left a 
Blank. This Tho’t ab(trufe indeed and inconclufive, 
I mention, only for the Sake of inferring, that when 
Men give themfelves Licence, to accufe the Creator 
of penurioufly difpenfing Happincfs, they go upon 


uncertaif Grounds, and a : 
: Te very incompetent Judges, 
in the Matter. of P J s , 


" Tv like Manner, if curious Minds, when, they ;heats 
‘ofa Gradation of the fame Species of Works of God, 
‘ 3 at 


SS 
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‘at different Times toward Perfection, of the fame or 
different Individuals, wonder why immenfe Love did 
not put them (Men for Inftance) at once into that 
State of Happinefs which they hope to arrive to : ‘Tis 
fufficient to fay, that we cannot tell that the whole Sum 
of the Happinefs of our Race had been encreafed 
thereby. Nor can we. affirm, but that every finite 
reafonable Nature, is made happy, by Aétvity, 
and that Adtivity preferved by having Objects in View 
to purfue, by Hope, by the Approach of joyful Scenes, 
by furmounting Difficulties, by efcaping Dangers, by 
pofleflingHappinefs as thePrize of Labour, by compar- 
ing their different Situations at different Times,and the 
Confcioufnefs that they have fomething further to attain, 


Turse Things being premiled, Jet it be obferved, 
‘That from what was fad under the former Head, it 
may appear, that there is a Tendency in Religion (tho? 
there may be accidental Obfiruétions) to Suecefs in 
Wars, by Means of that public Spirit, Union ur 
Councils, due Subordination and its Duties, Tempe- 
rance, Prudence, Courage, which it lays the Foundation 
of. Now if fuch a righteous Nation in their neceflary 
Self-defence, fhould conquer and extend themfelves, 
obftinate Enemies would be exterminated, their con- 
{picuous Vi&ories would ateraé the Eyes of all around 
them, Convince them that God was with them ; Jead 
them thro’ Fear or Love to be at Peace with them. 
Their Moderation in Succefles, their Juftice and Hu- 
Eons would conciliate Friends, ftrengthen Alliances, 
id oes the Spirit of Religion. I with Pleafure 
2 ere the Words of one of the _reateft Divines, 
and trueft Thinkers of the pre 2 lateBith 
FAD neice 1¢ prefent Age, the ateBi op 
a > “ View this Earth our Habitation fays 
« he, t and we thal] fee this ha Tend ‘ £ 
eo Virtue, By teens ppy Tendency o 
Ps y ™agining an Inftance not fo yaft or re- 
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** mote; by fuppofing a Kingdom or Socicty of Mest 
“ upon it, perfectly virtuous, for a Succeflion of many 
“ Ages ; to which, if you pleafe, may be given a 
«« Situation advantageous for univerfal Monarchy. In 
« fuch # State, there would be no fuch Thing as Fac- 
* tion: but Men of the greateft Capacity would of 
** Courfe, all along, have the chief Direétion of Af- 
*« fairs willingly yielded unto them; and they would 
*« fhare it among themfelves without Envy. Each of 
«« thefe would have the Part afligned him, to which 
<* hisGenius was peculiarly adapted: and others, who 
«« had not any diftinguifhed Genius, would be fafe, 
«« and think themfelves very happy, by being under 
« the Proteétion and Guidance of thofe who had, 
« Public Determinations would be really the Refule 
«« of the united Wifdom of the Community : and they 
«« would faithfully be executed by the united Strength 
<* of it. Some would in an higher Way contribute 
ae but all would in fome Way contribute, to the pub- 
wf lic Profperity : and in it, each would enjoy the 
‘i Fruits of bis own Virtue. And as Injuftice, whether 
_* by Fraud or Force, would be unknown among 
a themfelves 5 fo they would be fafficiently fecured 
ae from it in theirNeighbours, For Cunning and falfe 
« Self-intereft, Confederacies in Injuftice, eyer flight, 
. and accompanied with Fa@ion and inteftine ‘Treach- 
“ery; thefe on one Hand would be found mere 
“ childith Folly and Wickednefg, when fet in Oppo- 
«© fition againtt Wifdom, publick Spirit, Union inviola-= 
< ble, and Fidelity, on the other: allowing both a 
; ‘Di ept Logth of Years to try their Force. Add 
the general Influence,which fuch a Kingdom would 
“ have over the Face of the.Earth, by Way of Ex- 
“ample particularly, and the Reverence which would 
«be paid it. It would plainly be fuperior to all others, 
“* and the World muft gradually come under its Em- 


a 


«¢ pire : 
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€¢ pire: not byMeans of lawlefs Violence ; but partly 
«¢ by what mutt be allowed to be juft Congneft ;: and. 
* partly by other Kingdoms fubmitting themfelyes 
«* voluntarily to it, throughout a Courfe of Ages, and 
*« claiming its Protedtion, one after another, in fuc- 
“ ceflive Exigencies. The Head of it would be an 
 univerfal Monarch, in another Senfe than anyMortal 
€ hasyet been ; and theeaftern Style would be literally 
« applicable to him, that all People, Nations and 
“ Languages fhould ferve hin.” 


Divine Revelation, defigned to infpire the beft 
Hopes, teaches us, that what is the genuine Tendency 
of Religion fhall be in due Time, its Effe&.. That 
true Goodnefg fhall prevail, and triumph, and eftabliflh ~ 
it felf, and bring with it the amiableTrain of Bleflings, 
which are its Offspring, its Attendants. 


From the unhappy Time, when the World became 
Corrupt and wicked, Hopes were given by the Father 
of Mercies, to thofe who mourned theirFall, of Deliver- 
ance; from the prefent as well as future, evil Confe- 
quences of Sin. As the prefent Sufferings of Life, 
Contentions and Wars in particular, are not only the 
Hatural Punifhment, but Remedy and Cure of Vice, fo 


every Interpofition of God, in’ the Way of granting 
; ay org! 


Knowledge of Truth orMotives toGoodnefS, have been 
fapernatural Methods,of leffening thefeEvils,and bring- 
ing on happier Scenes, The Son of God from Heaven 
elpeclly, bro’ toLight fuch a Syftem of practical Re 
ligion in all its Parts, as if lived up to, would eftablifh 
ees Peace on Earth, and Good-will among Men. 
And to the Times of his A ppearance, above all the 
eee ben his Gofpel fhall be generally known,and 
embraced, tis probable many fablime Parts of Pro- 
phecy, both of the old and new Teftament belong ; 
which carry us forward to the Days, when the Son of 


God 


( 22 ) 


God fhall judge among the Nations, and rebuke mang 
People, and they foall beat their Scvords into Plow- 
Soares, and their Spears into Pruning-Hooks, Nation 
Sball not rife againft Nation, neither fhall they learn 


War any more. When the Wolf and the Lamb fhall - 


feed gether, andthe Lion Jfhall eat Straw like the 
Bullock. When the Kingdom and “Dominion, and the 


Greatnefs of the Kingdom under the whole Heaven, fball - 


be given to the People of the Saints of the moft High ; 
whofe Kingdom is an everlafting Kingdom,and all Domi- 
nion and Rulers fhall ferve and obey him, 


To Men, who have perhaps too haftily concluded, 
that the Confummation of all Things is at Hand, and 
therefore that if fuch a tranquil State fhould arrive, its 
Continuance would be fhort, and no Way proportiona- 
ble to the Length of Time, {pent in introducing it ; 
to fuch, the Profpeé may not appear, very interefting 


and important. But to thofe, who think, that the . 


Oracles of Truthintimate to us, a long Tra&tof Time, 
wherein the Inhabitants of that Farth wherein dwelleth 
Righteonfnefs, fhall enjoy the fubftantial Pleafures of 
Peaceand Love, arifing from Truth and Sanity ; fuch 
a Length of Time, as the preparatory Scene fhall 


bear no more Proportion to, than three or four Years . 


to a Thoufand : What a Relief docg fuch a View give 
under prefent Darknefs! What a reviving Profpect of 
the Happinefs of Pofterity ! what ‘an amiable Image of 


. divine Benevolence ! 


Bur as to the Queftions How and When; Zt is not 
for us to know the Limes and Seafons, which the Fas 
ther bas put in his own Power, "Phat Chriftianity has 
had in fome Degree firch an Effect, hiftoric Truth 
might juftify. It might believe be affirmed, that thofé 
who have changed the Truth of God into a Lye, buri- 
ed the Doétrine of Chrift, under a Load of deteftable 

Superfitions, 
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Syperftitions, have abundantly moft often, been unjuft 
Aggreffors,in the Wars of Chriftendom. By fpiriting to 
and fupporting in cruel Perfecutions, by ftirring upRe- 
bellion againft lawful Rulers, by forging Wills of Prin- 
ces, by Plots, by Murders and Maffacres. But fearce 
any of thefe, much lef of reformed Princes, have en- 
gaged in Wars, without at Jeaft avowing juft and necef- 
fary Caufes ; always excepting the late Louis the XIVth 
of France, who could Robber like, in Time of pro- 
found Peace, over-run wholeProvinces which owed him 
no Subjeétion, and fill them with Blood and Ruin, and 
bisMotive, forfooth, was hisGlory ; Tyrant, what was 
thy Idea of Glory! Tho’ theDigates of Religion are not 
always obferved, yet flagrant Breaches of them are fo 


juftly odious, as that thofe are reftrained in fome Mea-. 
fure by Senfe of Reputation, and Fear of general Re-. 
fentment, whom the Ties of Confcience will not hold., 


And tho’ it has been often faid by Libertines, that Re- 
ligion has occafioned more Bloodfhed, than any-other 
Caufe, yet fober Minds will always examine the Eyi- 
dence of fuch undiftinguifhing Affertions. ‘Tempe- 
fance, Juftice, Truth, Love, certainly lead to Victory. 


Profperity, and general Peace ; but . great Oppreflors 


have never wanted Pretences to gain Abettors 1n their 
Defiens. The Corruptions of Chriftianity efpecially,, 
have been called in Aid of villainous Purpofes. The 
Founder of our Religion who knew what was 10 Man, 
was aware it would be fo; and therefore Be valele 
not to fend Peace, but a Sword ; butit is neverthele - 
wue, that the/¥7ifdom which is from above, 15 fi Lp 
then peaceable, gentle and eafy to be entreated, ie ie 
Mercy and good Fruits ; and Societies as well = HoH 
viduals, partake of its benign Influence, 11 Proporti 

as they poflef3 its Spirit, . 


Anp when it fhall pleafe God, by fuch Means a8 


pre always in hic Hand; whether the gumphant Asned, 


et 
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or triumphant Virtues of fiuch whom he employs, ee 
purge away Corruption, and to propagate the Spirit of 
tue Gofpel of his Son univerfally, in Governors and 
Subjeéts, when its Tendency to Succefs and Victory..to 
Peace and Tranquillity, to every prefent and future 
Good, are realifed; when Friendfhip, JufticeandLove, 
fhall be the Cement of allied Republics, or the Princi- 
ple of Obedience to fome one great and good Prince, 
ora Succeflion of them; when the few Enemies to the 
Welfare of Mankind fhall be reftrained, and find that 
no Weapon formed again? the general Good fhall prof~ 

er: What a Seat of ferene and pleafurable Enjoyment 
will this World be, compared with its prefent Conditi- 
én 2? And if God fhall continue this State for Ages 
and Generations ; how may we congratulate Pofterity 
on their diftinguifhed Privilege, only to be exceeded by 
the Joys of the World above. ; 


~ Is I have notalready tired the Patience of myHear- 
ers, I will endeavour not to do it, by being briefin my 
REFLECTIONS on this Subject, which might othere 


wife be copious. 


"My principle Intention in» what I have faid (may it 
. be its Effe&) has been to fet the Courfe of Nature ref 
peéting public Confufions and Contefts in fuch aLight; 
as fhall lead to high and Jhonourable Conceptions © 
God, toa religious Dependance upon him, quiet us 
under Difappointments, and animate our Hopes, - pont 
‘out our Duty and the Way to Profperity. 


_ And, 


I. Ir [have in any good De ee executed this Des 
p, we fhall-be.now led.to See acta wih profound 
cneration, the Moft High God, who files himlelf 


te aha 


& 
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the Lord of Hafts and God of Armies, who fuperin- 
tends all Nature, who rides in the Whirlwind and di- 
reéts the Storm, who calms the Raging of the Sea, and 
the Tumult of the People, we thall think of him as 
unfearchable in Wifdom, chufing to bring aboutEvents. 
merciful or correétive, not by his immediate Energy, 
but as fetting to work, all the Wheels. as I may fay of 
an immenfe Machine, directing them fo as every Part 
fhall anfwer his Ends ; we fhall fee all the Convuilfions 
among the Nations, as Parts of his Plan, who is excel 
lent in Council, and wonderful in Working. . 


War we confider the Operation of fecond Caufes, 
the Tuffeats of military Skill, of Wifdom and Courage, 
efpecially of true Goodnefs, their Tendency to Victory 
and Profperity, we fhall carry our Views to him, who 


a - : 
eaches our Hands to war and our Fingers to fgtt, 


whofe is the Greatne/i and the Power and the Gtor, Y 
z h 12 ye 
and the Victory, and the Majefty. ‘ 


ees when we think of theNation, which 
ratifying a aes and conftant Enemy, n° fgoner 
ing to elude aie of Peace, but intidioufly atcempt- 
ditating our aes it, invading our Territories; me- 
pouring the ees hensming us in with Fostreliess 
defencelefs Andie Salvages on the innocent ap 
tively little Things aie only aiming at thefe al 
rope, threatning tof Me difturbing the Peace Ww 
maintain the com Wwalow up all that fhould dare to 
mighty Strides yan nib ats of Society +. After thele 
when fet aeainiae , Saining Advantages, but finally 
Treafure, ing ieee immenfe Exnence of Blood and 
treated saeenie quitting a Country they. had. 
all Sides nent ered’; “baffled, purfaed, rhreatned On 
a s,nearly reduced to the dersnemeesewe my 
efteem the next ‘Canlesmnoe (ach “Events vo be, <The 
* “ oa. ae , eet 5 % . im> 


+) 
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poe ebls Grafp of Ambition, which fometimes 
vetoes nes itfelf—That UnfteadinefS in Defign, and 
oe enefS in Execution, which. the Want of Juftice 
tends to produce—The Weaknefs or Wickednefs of 
aie or want of Spirit in an Army of Slaves ; 
put ail thefe are Means,which fuptemeWifdom for the 
Peace and Welfare of the World, has ordained to lead 
to fuch Events. Religion teaches us fo to efteem them; 
and on the View of them,to adore and glorify him, za 
maketh a Vay in the Sea, aid a Path in the mighty 
Waters, which bringeth forth the Chariot tand Horfe, 
the Army and the Power ; when he pleases. they foalt 
be down together, they Joall not rife, they are extinct, 
they are quenched as Low. 


WueEN it pleafes God to raife up a Hero, at the very 
Crifis of the Fate of the public Liberty, capable of pe- 
netrating the Recefles, of the Conclaves of Oppreflion, 
of Wildom and Refolution fufficient to defeat its beft 
Iaid Meafures > IF we follow bim with his faithful 
Troops traverfing whole Countries like the Lightning, 
Sg cometh from the Eaft and fhineth even unto the 
Weft, or rvbhing on thefe Banditti, like an impetuous 
‘Porrent; ‘we admire the Man, but we adore the God, 
10 whofe Hands the Hearts of Kings are ; we as it were 
hear his Voice, ashe uttered jt of old, £ have raifed 


wie = 3 
up One from the North and he foal come, fromthe Ris ° 


fing of the Sun he fhall call upon my Name ; and he 


Seall come upon Pri 
NGes as Uy har. ; 
Patter treadeth Clay, foals 4 snes 


» Tz we return 
calamitous pei Rowsver we may refolve the 
pats 1 Efe, ur Nation and Land have experi= 
ae 3 Paes ms of Cowardice, Negligencé; Sie 
may = ven : era however we may wonder at 
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ey zen in important Trufis ; yct Religion 
: teaches 


teed Gore a. 


teaches us to look higher, to efteem thefe but Means 
and Infiruments.of divine Chaftifements ; to the End 
that we may be led to Amendment, or if we are incor- 
rigible, be plagued ull our Place be left to us defolate. 
‘ature Events remain with God. ~ A Series of foch as 
awe have feen and felt, would reducé us to fuch a 
Situation, as is painful even to imagine. But fuppofe 
this Year’s Campaign to beas fiuccefsfal as the moft 
danguine Hopes can paint it ont 5) yet if we have’ Jefr 
‘God and his Ways, fuch Succeffes may be in the End 
the greateft Misfortunes, giving Scope to all Vice, tak- 
ing off all Reftraint, and fo only ferying to the putting 

‘off ‘the evil Day,” which will come “in its Time with 

faven-fold Vengeance. For in the Nature of Things, 

‘Lhe Profperity of Fools well deftroy them, ; 


Tur, proper Ufe of fuch Meditations, on the Supre- 
amacy and Providence of God, is, to engage us to de~ 
pend upon him for every Blefling by fervent Prayer, 
“to caft our Cares upon him, and efpecially t6 engage us 
“to our bet Endeavours, that We, the Land and Nation 
“we are Part of, may become a People prepared “for 
divine Mercy... , t low 5iup 


TI. Urow what has been faid, T.would rethark, 
“that every one ought carefully to perform prefent Daty. 


© Tx common’ Life,*Men’s fixing their Attention on 
wifionary Profpetts, fo-as to -nepleé& the ordinary Busi- 
nef of the Day, is imprudent and ruinous. So would 
tbe, forus toadopt Maxims of Condua, {vited only 
to the golden Age of Truth and Peace, ‘The Prin- 
ciples therefore of that meek Se& among us, whieh ad- 
“mnit not of Self-defence, as they are not the Principles 


of Rev 9 neither are they agreable to the pre- 
fent Sta ~hings; and were they generally em- 
D2 : braced 


Gis, 


braced, their Abfurdity would be foon felt, or Nature 
would rebel againft Principle. 


Wir Reverence ahd Gratitude, we think of the 


Conftitution of God, in which natural Evil leffens the 


Quantity of moral, Adverfity purges away Sin. With 
Joy we receive the-glad Tidings of what {hall be. We 
hope that the Calamities of this; Day, {hall bring.on 
happier Times. But our Lot is not caft in thofe calm 
Seafons.. We: have Injuftice, Fraud and Violence to 
confi with. . The divine Blefling on the vaft Arma- 
yments now entring of Aion, may indeed open to us 
more pleafing Profpects. But it feems as tho’ America 
was deftined to'be, the Seat of frequent Wars. This 
at lattis a Day of Darknefs. What is Wifdom ? What 
is Duty? *Tis to.employ every» Meafure wherein we 
may depend on God, for the Se.tlement of our Safety. 


A.mitirary Spirit ought to be, cultivated. Our 
Rulers are fenfible of it. They have amended our 
Laws in this Refpeé., If Perfons-of Weight and Fi- 
gure would countenance Exercifes of this Sort, they 
would be much better attended to, and efteemed a fe- 
rious Bufinefs, -Whereas while. our Militia. confifts 
chiefly of Children, Apprentices, and Men of the low- 
eft Rank, asin fome’Towns it does, and every one, 
who.can pay a {mall Fine; thinks» itr beneath. him to 
appear ona Mutter, we fhall never make a refpectable 
Figure, in that Way. Bs ; 


_Espectarty fhould we: take, Care, to educate our 
Youth in ‘Temperance and Virtue, to infpire them with 
public Spirit, with that Pear of God and Senfe of Re- 
ligion, which is the only folid Principle of Obedience, 
Patience, Courage, Moderation, Compaflion, Honour, 
and every Quality, becoming of aSoldier, aDefender of 
‘his Country, a Chaflifer of Oppreflors, : 
ee THESE 
4 


See 


“aid Sjlence with which fo very largeia Body of Troops. 
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Turse are general Duties; every, Order of Men 
have their own, ‘are called of God to the Offices of 
their refpeétive Departments. 


How does the Heart of a Briton, glow with grate- 
fal Refentment,. when he fees our venerable Sovercign 
the Father of his People, burdesied with the Infirmi- 
ties of Age, yet fupporting himfelf under ‘the additi- 
onalBurthen of repeated Difappointments, arifing from 
=I ktiow not what—fteadily oppoling the common 
Enemy on every - Quarter ; anxious, for the Welfare 
of the moft diftant Corners of bis Dominions, vigilant, 


‘and all your Wifdom and Fidelity needed. We.re- 


fan 
cet 


has 


f His Excellency Tuomas Pownaus, Ef. 


has been raifed in the Government, under’ your Influ- 
‘ence, this Seafon: “Your public Speeches fhew your 
jutt and extenfive Views of the-evil Defigns of our in- 
‘veterate Enemies, and your Refolution to do your Parr, 
and direét us to ours, for our Proteétion and Defence. 


May you fee a happy Effeét:of thefe: Firft-fruits of 
‘your Care for the Public, here: Whatever be the 
‘Event now, yet you are, Sir, in the prime of Life, and 
Should God continie you in thisPoft, till old Age, rill 
‘you fhall fee another Generation rifen, formed by your 


vil as well as military Influence} to that manly Tem- * 


qperance, which you ‘yourfelf feel the Benefit of; ‘to 
that Virtue and Piety, which even bad Rulers find the 
WNeceflity of cultivating as an Engine of Policy, and 


which we'are’ convinced you will promote, from an - 


jnward Senfe of its‘Operation on the-prefent and fature 
Good of the People -you govern’; you will then‘refign 
your Truft, with that Pleafure, which a benevolent 
Heart-feels,- on, having done great aid lafting.Good, 
“fure that in thefe Attempts for promoting permanent 
Happinefs, in your Sphere, you, will meet with the 
‘Approbation of: that gracious-Being, who. # good 1 
call; and whofe render Mercies areover all his Works 


It remains, that you Gentlemen of the Artillery, be 
‘exhorted to profit by the Dofrine of our Texts. Tn 
aiming at fuperior military Accomplifhments, youak& 

“a Part fuitable te'the prefent State of the World, and 
~wherein'you may be Workers together with God;whofe 
‘Judgments area great Deep; for the bringing on, 2 
better. “It has been fliggetied, that our Enemies have 
of late been fupplyed with gallant Officers, by Means 
of their Academies of War, and fuch other Encourage* 


ments, as have excited them by every Motive of Ho-‘ 


ourand Profit, to belexpett in their. Profeflion. Se far 
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as your Example ‘and Influence extend, we follow 
them. Itwere to be wifhed, a Spirit of Emulation 
more prevailed, and thatin every. Lown, fmall Com- 
panies of Men of fucha Genius were formed, and your 
Pattern followed. For if Nezw-Exglandwould be tafe, 
her Children muft be a Band of hardy Soldiors, for 
Generations to come, till the Nations of the World. 
fhall learn War no more. The Scene too, is changed. 
fince the laft Age, and indeed fince the laft War. Tis 
no longer the only Thing needful_to ferret out a 
fkulking Enemy from their Receffes ; We have tocon- ~ 
tend with difciplined ‘Troops, and cannot be always 


fure of Affifance from Abroad. , 


Go on then and profper, Gentlemen, only add to 
every other Qualification, that _moft important one of 
folid Religion,the Influence of which I have attempted 
to defcribe. Let me add,thatas you are Gentlemen of 
fuperiour Figure, fhould you be called to ative Ser- 
vice, you will probably be honoured with Commiffions; 
and here your Sobriety and Virtue, will have an Influ- 
ence you can fcarcely now conceive of,on thofe under 
yourCommand. The Manners of Superiors have been 
found foto defcend. Real Religion will not only 


" gualify you for perfonal Service, butgive you Weight, 


attraa Refpe& and Obedience, and if it infufe not the 
fame Spirit into all who behold it, yet awes them to 
that outward Decorum, which is a high Advantage in 
an Army. . Above all it will carry Yu above the Fear 
ot Death, and Armies have feldom been beat, under 
intrepid Officers. 

To conciupE, Let us all be infpired to prefent 
Dury, by a fienr Perfuafion. that right.Conduét, true 
Goodnels efpecially, always tends to the generalGood, 
and that the more the Spirit of Religion prevails, the 

nearer 


(¢ 324 ) 


earer we are to thofe happy Days, when God shall 
ivell with Men. Every private Man, who fears God 
and works Righteoufne/s, \effens the Proportion of Sin, 
éncreafes and diffufes that Temper which is productive 
of all Good. Men in diftinguifhed Stations, whether 
civil or military, do fo yet more, by theConfpicuity and 
happy Influence of their Virtues. Princes are indeed 
the Sons of the maf? High, when they follow God, in 
exerting their Power, for the refifting the proud, ‘and 
promoting the Peace and Profperity of their Subjects. 
Angels which are greater in Power and Might, rejoice 
to do God’s Will even when they deftroy Thoufands 
in a Night, for the Peace and Safety of thofe whom 
God delights to blefs. Jefus the Mediator who is 
higher than the Kings of the Earth, fits enthroned on 
the right Hand of God, there exerting his exaltedPower, 
in fubduing his and our Enemies, by the Sword of the 
Spirit the Word of Truth, accompanied with his al- 
mighty Energy; promoting that inward Difpofition to 
Love and Peace, which eftablithes thefe Bleffings on a 
better Foundation than Terror or Policy. This De- 
fign he: will carry on, till he has made all his Exemies 
his Fostftool. The laf? Enemy that is to be deftroyed 
is Death, This he {uffers to remain, and this is like- 
wile in due Time to be /wallowed up in Vidory, at 
that folemn Period, when the Putpofes of God having 
been anfwered,by all the Vicifitudes of earthly Things, 
a yet more ftable State of Bleffednefs fhall be the 
Portion of thofe who have overcome in the Chriftian 
Confli&; then Yefus the Mediator fhall alfo deliver 


up the Kingdomto him that i im; that Gog 
may be all, and in all, hat appointed him ; that God 


Oy aie ag ies, 
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